In vitro granuloma formation using defined antigenic nidi.
The in vitro granuloma model provides an excellent tool to study granulomatous hypersensitivity. In our studies of granuloma formation in schistosomiasis, we have demonstrated the utility of the model with respect to analysis of human PBL responses, cloned T cells, purified antigens of the parasite, and regulatory mechanisms. We have also presented data which demonstrate the applicability of this model to other antigenic systems. While the suggestion that this model may be suitable for the study of sarcoidosis may be premature, we would propose that the system may be adapted to screen potentially causative antigens. Furthermore, with the identification of the critical antigen(s), the in vitro granuloma model will facilitate studies at the clinical level.